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Welcome
Welcome to the very first Darkinjung Dispatch, a  

regular newsletter to keep you, our Darkinjung family, 

up to date with our latest news and goings on.

• Bedding in your new board since 

the election in September

• Making huge progress working 

alongside the NSW Government 

to implement the Darkinjung De-

livery Framework that is already 

kicking some serious goals with 

huge long-term implications not 

just for our people, but all people 

of the Central Coast and Ab-

original communities all over the 

state.

• Playing a major part in designing 

the transformation of Gosford’s 

Leagues Club field into a stun-

ning interactive regional play 

space, culminating in turning the 

first sod on that project just last 

week.

• Helping secure the future of the 

Calga Aboriginal Cultural Land. 

• Having some very constructive 

discussions with the new Central 

Coast Mayor Lisa Matthews and 

Council CEO Gary Murphy.

• Having a seat at the table next to 

Premier Gladys Berejiklian and all 

her ministers at the Community 

Cabinet on the Coast in October.

• Showing off our beautiful region 

to thousands of indigenous rugby 

league players and supporters 

at the NSW Koori Rugby League 

Knockout Carnival.

As such, 2019 was a hectic year for your  
Darkinjung executive. Highlights included:T his is an incredibly 

exciting time for 

us. As the largest 

non-Government 

landholder on the Central 

Coast, we’re shifting from 

an organisation with a lot of 

land to one that is focused 

on the future and strategical-

ly planning to utilise that land 

for the benefit of you as a 

member of our community - 

and all people in our region.

And we are leaving no 

stone unturned achieving 

our ambitious agenda.
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YOUR NEW  
BOARD

Darkinjung members commit-

ment to its cultural burning  

activities has paid big dividends 

with Darkinjung’s 2,985 regis-

tered Aboriginal sites coming out 

relatively unscathed after mas-

sive fires tore through the area in 

recent weeks.

A traditional Aboriginal land 

management tool, cultural burning 

is a way of enhancing the land 

through a series of small low im-

pact, low intensity fires in a mosa-

ic pattern like a patch work quilt 

across the country.

While each property is differ-

ent, the country informs us when 

and how the right fire should 

take place. The first burn is the 

cleaning fire, similar to a shot of 

penicillin to start the healing, while 

the second is the healing fire as it 

starts to develop the fire memory 

that has been lost.

Performed in consultation with 

the Indigenous and non-Indige-

THE BIG BURN

nous community alongside the 

Rural Fire Service, the Local Land 

Services and other statutory fire 

authorities, recognised Cultur-

al Burn practioners are able to 

perform these activities, aimed 

at burning the native grasses to 

clean up country by removing the 

litter, clean up important pathways, 

promote new growth and restor-

ing the balance of ecology. 

 Kelvin Johnson and Aman-

da Shields are Darkinjung LALC 

representatives for the Hunter 

LLS Pilot Cultural Burn Mentoring 

Program - a three-year program 

aimed to mentor us through all 

aspects of cultural burning. Once 

completed, Darkinjung will be reg-

istered on a national data base, 

allowing us to be engaged by 

anybody at fee for service works. 

Once we perform three mentored 

guided burns on a specific  

country we become registered for 

that country.

Left to right / Back: Jeff Delaney, Tina West , Katarina Sales, Robyn Sutherland, Danielle Captain-Webb, 
Debra Swan Front: Amy Parry, Matthew West Jenni McEwen / Missing: Gail Lake.

Darkinjung welcomed Katarina 

Sales, Danielle Captain-Webb, 

Deborah Swan and Amy 

Parry - who are already having 

a big impact. They join existing 

board members Gail Lake, Robyn 

Sutherland, Jenni McEwen, Jeff 

Delaney and Tina West in con-

tinuing the great momentum that 

our land council is generating. 

Furthermore, we hope to offer our 

members the opportunity to inter-

act with your board at our upcom-

ing Community Land and Business 

Plan consultation workshops.

We’d like to take this opportuni-

ty to thank outgoing board mem-

bers Katrina West, Ken Warren, 

Barry (BJ) Duncan and Desmond 

Benton for all their hard work 

while wishing them all the best for 

their future endeavours.

Matthew West was re-elected 

unopposed as chairperson for a 

further two-year tenure while Tina 

West was elected Deputy Chair-

person . 

The arrival of Spring coincided 
with your board elections during 
which time we welcomed four 
new representatives to our 
executive. 



Back in February 2019 the Darkinjung 

Delivery Framework was launched in a 

joint announcement between us and the 

Minister for Planning. The framework is a 

set of planning measures developed to 

help ensure we get the best economic, 

conservation and cultural output from 

our lands.

The measures include the creation of 

the Aboriginal Land State Environmen-

tal Planning Policy (SEPP) that we are 

piloting for eventual roll out for LALCs 

all over NSW to get the best out of their 

lands.

Just six months after launch we sub-

mitted our first rezoning proposal for 

independent review under the new 

Framework to conserve more than 100 

hectares of environmental land and 

provide approximately 20 hectares of 

land for rural homes in Somersby. The 

Minister for Planning and Public Spaces 

Rob Stokes thought this was significant 

enough to warrant a trip up to Gosford 

to make the announcement with us.

The great news is the proposal was well 

received by the Joint (Hunter and Cen-

tral Coast) Regional Planning Panel who 

have progressed it to the next stage.

We are also making good progress on 

other development projects in Wallarah, 

Kariong and Lake Munmorah.

These projects will act as catalysts for  

us to kick-start many others in our de- 

velopment pipeline to help us achieve 

our aspirations for economic security for 

Darkinjung.

DELIVERY  
FRAMEWORK 
UPDATE
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FRAMEWORK UPDATE Darkinjung Chairperson 
Matthew West (right) 
enjoys a laugh with NSW 
Minister for Planning 
and Public Spaces Rob 
Stokes at the Darkinjung 
Delivery Framework an-
nouncement in August.  

As well as meetings with the Premier and Minister 

for Planning, Chairperson Matthew West has pre-

sented Darkinjung’s aspirations to the top execu-

tives at the Department of Planning, Industry and 

Environment, including Department boss Jim Betts.

These meetings have all been very positive and 

productive.

The Department, which is really a super cluster of 

departments formed after the State Government 

elections in May, has expressed great enthusiasm 

to continue the Government’s close collaboration 

with Darkinjung to help us realise our ambitions to 

better the lives of not just Aboriginal people but 

the broader community of the Central Coast and 

indeed New South Wales.

Mr Betts, who has more than 15,000 employees 

under his watch, is taking a particularly close 

interest in the Darkinjung Delivery Framework. He 

has pledged to commit more resources across the 

Department’s broad cluster of agencies to ensure 

success of the measures that will soon be rolled 

out to other Local Aboriginal Land Councils across 

the state.

HAVING THE  
GOVERNMENT’S EAR
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COMMUNITY  
CABINET
In early October 2019 your Chairperson  

took up an invite from NSW Premier Gladys 

Berejiklian to attend the ‘Community Cabinet’ 

held on the Central Coast. 

Matthew used the opportunity to meet with a 

number of cabinet ministers and managed to 

get a seat next to the Premier at a lunch that 

she hosted on the day. Matthew reports that 

she was very interested to hear what Darkin-

jung has been up to, especially progress of the 

Delivery Framework that she was very proud 

her Government instigated.



We were delighted to launch construction of the 

$10 million transformation of Gosford’s Leagues Club 

Field into a landmark regional play space on Tuesday 

9 December.

Our Chairperson Matthew West joined Member for 

Terrigal Adam Crouch, Member of the NSW Upper 

House Taylor Martin and Hunter Central Coast De-

velopment Corporation (HCCDC) CEO Valen-

tina Misveska to turn the first sod on the 

project that is a focal point of the NSW 

Government’s ongoing revitalisation 

of Gosford City Centre.

Darkinjung is extremely proud 

to have been heavilty involved 

Darkinjung was front and centre as more than 

30,000 sportspeople and their supporters descend-

ed on the Central Coast for one of the biggest na-

tional events on the Aboriginal calendar.

Staged at the Central Coast Regional Sporting & 

Recreation Complex over the October long week-

end, the four-day Koori Knockout event proved a 

great way for our members to get up close and per-

sonal with some of rugby league’s biggest stars with 

Greg Inglis, Cody Walker and Josh Addo-Carr among 

those in attendance.

The event opened with a smoking ceremony and 

dancing while the Aboriginal flag was brought in via 

parachute.

In all, 64 men’s, 20 women’s and 79 youth sides 

battled it out for glory, while seeking to inspire 

younger members of our community. The South 

Coast Black Cockatoos have officially confirmed  

that the 2020 NSW Aboriginal Rugby League 

Knockout Carnival will be held at the Bomadery 

Sporting Complex.
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DEVELOPMENT

PlayspaceLAUNCHING GOSFORD’S FUTURE

with this special project from the outset, working 

closely with the HCCDC to develop the concepts and 

plans.

The space will be a living, breathing bushland eco-

system that complements the park’s proximity to the 

waterfront with a dynamic waterway feature that fills 

and drains daily with the Brisbane Water tide.

This will enable people of all ages to 

splash around and explore a natural 

bushland setting in a constantly 

evolving space in synch with the 

tidal rhythms.

The unstructured play zones 

will tell our stories of the site, 

side-by-side with non-Aboriginal 

history, and do so by encourag-

ing exploration and interaction 

with nature.

All the elements will come to-

gether in an amphitheatre modelled 

on a traditional dancing ground where 

people will be able to enjoy the cultures, 

histories and futures of the Central Coast community.

The park is expected to be completed by the 

end of 2020.

KOORI  
KNOCKOUT
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SPORTS

It was 15 years in the making but Darkinjung 

achieved a significant victory in October after 

successfully lobbying the NSW government to 

afford the Calga Aboriginal Cultural Landscape a 

state heritage listing.  

This will protect and recognise the site as one 

of special social and spiritual significance to our 

people.

Considered the birthplace of the creation 

deity, the womb-shaped sandstone landscape 

is particularly revered by Aboriginal women as a 

link to their ancestors, as well as a key resource 

for teaching future generations of Aboriginal 

children about their culture and spirituality.

Deputy Chairperson Tina West described the 

listing as a watershed moment for our people, 

most notably those who had spent more than a 

decade fighting a protracted legal challenge in 

the Land and Environment Court against  

developers who sought to construct a quarry at 

the site.

Tina said the Calga cultural landscape is more 

than just an area with a lot of important cultural 

heritage and archaeological sites, with Darkin-

jung elders describing it as a place in which to 

be “peaceful, quiet and contemplative, a place 

to consider, deliberate and make important 

decisions”.

Tina called it a wonderful vindication of our 

fight to preserve this site which is of immense 

cultural and spiritual significance to every  

Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal person.

CALGA

76



To ensure members have adequate opportunity to offer 

their input into the plan, the consultation workshops 

will be staged at both day and night sessions over the 

following two-week period: 

WOY WOY: 
Wednesday February 5, 2020 (2pm and 6pm)

GOSFORD:  
Thursday February 6, 2020 (2pm and 6pm)

DOYALSON:  
Wednesday February 12, 2020 (2pm and 6pm)

WYONG:  
Thursday February 13, 2020 (2pm and 6pm) 

We hope you all enjoyed a fantastic break with 

your family and friends over the festive season. 

We would also like to advise that the office has 

resumed regular operating hours, we are all back 

refreshed and raring to go for an exciting 2020

Below: Darkinjung Manager – 
People, Workplace and  
Governance Kumarah Kelly 

UPCOMING  
EVENTS

Darkinjung members are invited to attend a 

series of community consultations aimed at 

seeking your input into the future direction 

of your land council.

Under the amended NSW Aboriginal Land 

Rights Act (1983), we are required to devel-

op a Community Land Business Plan (CLPB) 

as a four-year planning tool that takes into 

account the bigger picture as to why the 

Land Council exists and what our members 

are working towards. 

Venues are still to be confirmed so please contact Darkinjung on 02 4351 2930 to advise your attendance. 
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WELCOME LEE SHEARER 
& KUMARAH KELLY

THAT’S ALL  
FOR THE 

MEANTIME
Lots  
 of Love

Darkinjung

The Darkinjung Board is delighted to have wel-

comed Lee Shearer APM to our executive in the role 

of Chief Operating Officer and Kumarah Kelly as our 

new Manager – People, Workplace and Governance.

Lee was most recently Deputy Secretary Resourc-

es Regulator and Coordinator General of the Central 

Coast for the Department of Planning, Industry and 

Environment.

She brings immense government and planning 

expertise and experience to Darkinjung which will be 

crucial as we continue to forge a pathway to get best 

use out of our lands.

Kumarah is an Awabakal woman from the Newcas-

tle area. Before coming to Darkinjung, Kumarah was 

working with Hunter Area Health within its neonatal 

intensive care unit. She brings a wealth of experience 

in human resources and workplace governance.

Welcome aboard Lee and Kumarah!

Above: Darkinjung  
Chief Operating Officer 
Lee Shearer

Sunday February 2 / 12.00pm for a 1pm start:  

Members Meeting at GOSFORD Racecourse, 4 Racecourse rd, GOSFORD 


